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The Protection and Inheritance of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Settlement Legends
and Folktales in Xinjiang Xibo Ethnic Group

XUE Jie, TAN Xiao-ping, LIAO Zhao-yu
(School of Marxism, Shihezi University, Shihezi, Xinjiang 832003, China)

Abstract: The settlement legends and folktales of Xinjiang Xibo Ethnic Group is a very precious intangible
cultural heritage.This paper defines the category of the legend and folktale in line with the main
connotation of settlement.Collecting some of these legends and folklores in Qing Dynasty,we find there are
four characteristics: highlighting main characters and historical events,recording inclination in content,inter
individual correlation,and distinct cultural vitality.The protection and inheritance of such legends and
folktales are of important value in such three aspects as studying on the history and culture of Xinjiang
reclamation, strengthening the Chinese cultural identity in the border arecas and maintaining national unity
and stability in the border areas.In consideration of above characteristics and inheritance value,we put
forward strategies of protection and inheritance of such legends and folklores: to investigate and collect such
legends and folktales,to establish professional archives,and to carry out related inheritance activities.

Keywords: Xinjiang Xibo Ethnic Group;settlement legends and folktales;protection of intangible cultural he-
ritage
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